
 
 
 
 
 
 

A trip of a lifetime to explore the 

unique deserts & wildlife of Namibia  

December 02nd – 13th, 2017 
Designed and planned in detail by 

 
Your host for this tour: Timothy Jackson 

Group Size Maximum 8 
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Adventure Overview 
 

 
 
Kulala Desert Lodge – 2nts  
http://www.wilderness-safaris.com/camps/kulala-desert-lodge 

- dunes of Sossusvlei & Deadvlei 
- Kulala Wilderness Reserve & Sesriem Canyon 
- http://www.wilderness-safaris.com/camps/kulala-desert-lodge/things-to-do 

 
Hoanib Skeleton Coast Camp – 3nts only accessible by light aircraft 
http://www.wilderness-safaris.com/camps/hoanib-skeleton-coast 

- excursions by light aircraft showcasing the rocky coastline with its seal colonies and 
shipwrecks; daytrip to desert oases ‘Klein Oase’ and ‘Auses Spring’ 

- private Palmwag Concession & iconic Skeleton Coast National Park, one of the most 
remote areas of the Kaokoveld 

- Game drives showcase the magnitude of the landscape and offer the best possibilities 
of seeing the desert-adapted wildlife 

- http://www.wilderness-safaris.com/camps/hoanib-skeleton-coast/things-to-do 
 
Serra Cafema Camp – 3nts  
http://www.wilderness-safaris.com/camps/serra-cafema-camp 

- Himba culture & community; experience how they continue their semi-nomadic way of 
life 

- boating trips on the Kunene River to spot crocodile and the unique birdlife; nature drives 
and walks in the Hartman’s valley and a full day outing to Marienfluss valley 

- ongoing opportunities to view desert adapted wildlife 
- http://www.wilderness-safaris.com/camps/serra-cafema-camp/things-to-do 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Ongava Tented Camp – 3nts 
http://www.wilderness-safaris.com/camps/ongava-tented-camp 

- Ongave Private Game Reserve and Etosha National Park 
- Both desert-adapted black and white rhino to be seen as well as lion.  
- The Okaukuejo area of Etosha National Park generally rewards us with sightings of lion, 

elephant, gemsbok, springbok, red hartebeest, and the white and black rhino 
http://www.ongava.com/tented-camp/ 
 

 
 

Thursday, 1st December, 2016 
Windhoek - Sossusvlei  

Included: Air and road transfers from Windhoek international airport to Kulala Desert 
Lodge, all meals, local drinks (a selection of house wines, spirits and 
softdrinks), guided activities & laundry. 

Excluded: Premium imported wines, champagnes & spirits 
Activities: Inclusive in your stay is a morning drive to Deadvlei and Sossusvlei, 

afternoon sundowner drive on Kulala Wilderness Reserve or Sesriem 



 
 
 
 
 
 

Canyon and self-guided walking trails. At an additional cost you may be 
able to join a quad biking excursion (cannot be booked in advance) or 
perhaps a Hot Air balloon safari over the Namib Desert (this can be 
booked in advance – for further information please advise) 
 

Today, you will arrive at Windhoek international airport no later than 14h00 from 
wherever you are originating from. We can help you arrange a night or two 
accommodation in Windhoek should you wish, for some downtime before your 
adventure starts.  I (Timothy Jackson) will coordinate with you all in regards to a meet-
up time and place for our first flight. 
 
After a short briefing in regards to our journey to the Namib Desert which will take 
approximately 1 hour 10 minutes we will be on the way.  
*Please note you are restricted to a maximum of 20kg luggage (including hand 
luggage) which may be carried in soft bags only (i.e. no hard edges or wheels) 
due to restricted luggage space on the aircraft. If a person’s bodyweight exceeds 
100kg please advise, this is for safety reasons only.  
 
Kulala Desert Lodge has a waterhole in front of camp that attracts a number of local 
wildlife (such as gemsbok, springbok, ostrich and jackal) and provides a perfect location 
to view and photograph the desert scenery.  
 
Activities at Kulala Desert Lodge revolve around early morning guided nature drives to 
the spectacular dunes of Sossusvlei through the private gate on the Tsauchab River. 
World-famous Sossusvlei is an enormous clay pan, flanked by the famous sand dunes 
that stand out starkly against the blue sky and flush red in the early morning sun. These 
dunes have developed over millions of years, the wind continuously transforming the 
contours of this red sand sea. The 'vlei' itself only fills after rare, heavy rainfalls when, in 
a complete turn-around, it becomes a spectacular turquoise lake.  
 
Nature drives, walks and eco-sensitive, guided quad-biking are also offered through the 
private Kulala Wilderness Reserve to take in those incredible views and to catch a 
glimpse of the denizens of the desert. 
Kulala Desert Lodge (BLD) 
http://www.wilderness-safaris.com/camps/kulala-desert-lodge 
 
Friday, 2nd December, 2016 
Morning excursion to Sossusvlei and Deadvlei  
This morning we wake early and take our guided drive into the National Park area of 
Sesriem and onwards towards Sossusvlei.  The entrance opens at sunrise and this is 
the best time of day to see the dunes.  The desert can be extremely hot in the middle of 
the day, so please remember plenty of water, a hat and good walking shoes!  Enjoy the 
amazing scenery of the desert, and maybe take a short walk to Deadvlei, a bizarre 



 
 
 
 
 
 

collection of ancient camel thorn trees, or climb the nearby dunes. Further activities 
such as a sundowner drive on the Kulala Wilderness Reserve can be enjoyed later in 
the day or perhaps visit Sesriem canyon?  We will meet and discuss the options 
throughout this adventure.  Our local guides will always make the best suggestions. 
Kulala Desert Lodge (BLD) 
http://www.wilderness-safaris.com/camps/kulala-desert-lodge 
 

 
 

Saturday - Monday, 3rd – 5th December, 2016          
Sossusvlei - Hoanib River Valley 
 
Included: Air and road transfers from Kulala Desert lodge to Hoanib Skeleton Coast 

Camp, all meals, local drinks (a selection of house wines, spirits and 
softdrinks), guided activities   

Excluded: Premium imported wines and spirits, and laundry is not always available 
due to water shortages – so go prepared with enough clean cloths. 

Activities: Half or full day game drives to look for desert adapted wildlife and also 
including; nature walks from camp to get an opportunity to study the 
smaller creatures and plant life as well as tracking big game; skeleton 
coast scenic flights are on offer subject to a minimum of a 3 night stay and 
weather permitting. This is a full day excursion showcasing the rocky 
coastline with its seal colonies and shipwrecks; daytrip to desert oases 
‘Klein Oase’ and ‘Auses Spring’; Interaction with wildlife researchers in 
camp or nearby (on request) if they are around.  

 
Our flight is booked to depart at 10.00AM this morning and the lodge will transfer us to 
the airstrip accordingly.  Please note we will stop to refuel en-route to our destination 



 
 
 
 
 
 

and the total travelling time should take approximately 3.5 hours, getting us there just 
after lunch.  
 

 
 
Recently opened in August 2014, Hoanib Skeleton Coast Camp is scenically located in 
a broad valley at the confluence of two tributaries of the Hoanib River in the northern 
part of the private Palmwag Concession. Its location thus straddles the Palmwag area 
and the iconic Skeleton Coast National Park, in one of the most remote areas of the 
Kaokoveld.  
 
Exclusivity is taken a step further as camp is only accessible by light aircraft and the 
camp itself consists of only seven twin-bedded tents and one family unit, each 
comprising stylish en-suite bedrooms with shaded outdoors decks. Flanked to the east 
and west by rugged hills, the camp looks out over stunning, starkly beautiful scenery 
and offers guests all the luxuries and amenities for an unforgettable stay. 

The concession borders the vast Skeleton Coast Park, part of the Namib Desert, it is 
home to rich diversity thanks to the early morning fog and the transient Hoanib River 
that provide water to this incredibly harsh environment. Freshwater springs support 
healthy populations of Hartmann's mountain zebra, giraffe, gemsbok, springbok, kudu, 
comical meerkats (suricates), inquisitive ground squirrels, black-backed jackal and small 
spotted genet. Even elephant thrive and lion, leopard and cheetah occur. Game drives 
showcase the magnitude of the landscape and offer the best possibilities of seeing 
desert-adapted wildlife.  

 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 

Morning or afternoon drives are available as well as full-day excursions. Nature walks 
from camp are a good opportunity to study the smaller creatures as well as the 
fascinating plant life of the concession. 
Hoanib Skeleton Coast Camp (BLD) 
http://www.wilderness-safaris.com/camps/hoanib-skeleton-coast 
 
Tuesday – Thursday, 6th – 8th December, 2016 
Serra Cafema Camp, Kunene Region  
 
Included: Air and road transfers from Hoanib Skeleton Coast Camp to Serra 

Cafema, all meals, local drinks (a selection of house wines, spirits and 
softdrinks), guided activities & laundry 

Excluded: Premium imported wines, champagnes & spirits 
Activities: Visit to the local Himba community to see how they continue their semi-

nomadic way of life; take a quad biking excursion through the fragile 
environs; boating trips on the Kunene River to spot some crocodile and 
waterbirds; nature drives and walks in the Hartman’s valley; full day outing 
to Marienfluss valley 

 

 
 
Our flight today will take us over the Harimannberge Mountains to one of Southern 
Africa’s most remote and inaccessible regions. The flight will take approximately 1 hour 
and the transfer from the airstrip to the lodge an additional 45 minutes.  
 
Situated on a lush green island in the Kunene River on the furthest border of the 
Skeleton Coast National Park overlooking Angola, Serra Cafema is one of Namibia’s 
most remote luxury lodges. Serra Cafema Camp is located in the extreme north-west of 
Namibia and is undoubtedly the most remote camp in Southern Africa. This camp is 



 
 
 
 
 
 

only reachable in a 3hr, light aircraft trip from Windhoek. It is just inland from the Atlantic 
Ocean and the Skeleton Coast. The cool Atlantic winds helps keep the camp cool even 
in summer. Serra Cafema is Portuguese, and comes from the mountains to the north, of 
the same name. 
 
The camp shares this region with the Himba, one of the last true nomadic people in 
Africa. The Kunene River is the only permanent source of water in this region, and the 
river creates a lush oasis along its banks, surrounded by rugged mountains and sand 
dunes. 
 

 
 
This small, rustic and peaceful camp can be found under the large, shady Albida trees. 
Serra Cafema has a small plunge pool, dining room and bar. There are set daily menus 
for breakfast, lunch and dinner and tea/coffee are available throughout the day. Serra 
Cafema Camp is the ultimate African off-beat track and wilderness experience.  
 
We will spend time in the breath-taking landscape of the Hartmann Valley to the south 
and game view desert-adapted wildlife, such as Oryx, herds of springbok, ostrich and 
even leopard. We can choose to traverse sand dunes on 4x4 safaris, or float down the 
Kunene river on one of the camps boat trips, watching Kunene crocodiles basking on 
the river banks as you drift by this desert landscape. 
 
For those who enjoy foot safaris, the remote mountain and river valley walking trails, will 
present a challenging, but safe pursuit. Many guests comment on how enjoyable these 
treks are. Serra Cafema is often visited by the local Ovahimba people.  It gives guests 
an opportunity to learn about a completely different lifestyle and tradition. 
Serra Cafema Camp (BLD) 
http://www.wilderness-safaris.com/camps/serra-cafema-camp 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Friday – Sunday, 9th – 11th December, 2016 
Ongava Tented Camp, Southern Etosha 
 
Included: Air and road transfers from Serra Cafema to Ongava Tented Camp, all 

meals, local drinks (a selection of house wines, spirits and softdrinks), 
guided activities & laundry. 

Excluded: Premium imported wines, champagnes & spirits 
Activities: Activities include morning guided excursions to Etosha National park, 

afternoon/sundowner game drives on Ongava Game Reserve, guided 
bush walks and rhino tracking activities.  

 
Continue to Etosha National Park today, Namibia’s prime wildlife destination. Ongava 
Tented Camp is one of Namibia's best kept secrets. Located in the much lauded 
Ongava Game Reserve to the south of the Etosha National Park, it overlooks a nearby 
waterhole to which a plethora of wildlife congregate to drink. Constructed from stone, 
canvas and thatch, Ongava Tented Camp accommodates 16 guests in eight large 
comfortable Meru-style tents - all with en-suite facilities, open air showers and private 
verandas. The family unit sleeps four. Relaxation at Ongava Tented Camp typically 
takes place around the main area with its relaxing bar and swimming pool, watching the 
wildlife that comes to drink at the waterhole. 
 
Etosha National Park is Namibia's premier wildlife destination and one of Africa's largest 
game reserves. Large herds of wildlife teem around the waterholes and the endless 



 
 
 
 
 
 

plains offer breath taking vistas. The Ongava Game Reserve shares a boundary with 
the Etosha National Park. 
 

 
 

Activities at Ongava Tented Camp revolve around day and night wildlife viewing drives, 
visiting hides that overlook waterholes and walks with experienced guides. The Ongava 
Game Reserve features much of the characteristic wildlife of the area, with both desert-
adapted black and white rhino to be seen as well as lion. Game drives and daytrips into 
the easily accessible Okaukuejo area of Etosha National Park are rewarding, with 
sightings of lion, elephant, gemsbok, springbok, red hartebeest, and white and black 
rhino. Guests at Ongava Tented Camp share a dedicated guide and Land Rover, 
ensuring the best possible nature experience at one of Africa's great wildlife 
destinations. The Ongava Game Reserve is unique in that it is one of the few private 
game reserves in southern Africa where there is a chance of seeing both black and 
white rhino. For those who enjoy close wildlife encounters, tracking white rhino on foot 
with a guide is a highlight not to be missed. 
Ongava Tented Camp (BLD) 
http://www.ongava.com/tented-camp/ 
 
Monday, 12th December, 2016 
Return to Windhoek international airport 
 
Included: Air and road transfers from Ongava Tented Camp to Windhoek 

international airport. 
 
After our last mornings breakfast at Ongava, we will make our way back to Windhoek 
international airport this morning. Our departure time will be confirmed by the airline to 
the lodge the afternoon prior to departure. The flight will take approximately 3.5 hours  



 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

including fuel stop and your departure from Windhoek intl airport should not be planned 
earlier than 14h00.  Please advise if you would like an additional night in Windhoek to 
end. 
End of Services 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 

Cost of Namibia Adventure with Timothy Jackson as your host 
US$11,395.00 per person sharing 
 
This adventure with local guides only and no host: 
US$10,095.00  
(Single supplements apply – request supplement cost if required) 
 
SAFARI INCLUDES 
Accommodation 
Game activities during the safari 
All meals during the safari portions of the trip as specified (BLD) 
Drinks and alcoholic beverages, except premium brands whilst on safari 
All road and air charter transfers as specified 
Laundry during safari *except Hoanib, water may be in short supply 
National Park and Conservation fees 
Timothy Jackson; your friendly group host 
  
SAFARI EXCLUDES 
International flights 
Travel Insurance 
Activities not mentioned in the itinerary 
Items of a personal nature 
Staff Gratuities 
Extra nights in Windhoek before and after trip – See Options below: 
 
Please Note – Based on where you are originating from, and the time of your 
arrival in Windhoek, you may wish to overnight in Windhoek for a night or two 
before the trip starts. We will happily book you into your choice of 
accommodation and arrange a collection and transfer on your arrival, here are 
our suggestions; 
 
Windhoek Olive Exclusive Guesthouse; http://www.theolive-namibia.com/ 
 
Hotel Heinitzburg; http://www.heinitzburg.com/ 
 
Villa Violet; http://www.villaviolet.net/ 
 
Many Thanks, 
The Jackson’s African Safaris Team  
 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 


